
Thomas Tallis in Canterbury  
Choral Workshop directed by David Allinson 

Saturday 23rd June 2018: 10.00am – 5.00pm 

at St. Gregory’s Centre for Music, Canterbury 

Thomas Tallis (c.1505–1585) was the most significant 
English composer of the 16th century, producing superb 
music for the Catholic and Protestant rites through the most 
turbulent decades of religious change. Although his 
birthplace is unknown he had lifelong family and 
professional connections in east Kent, and when, in the early 
1540s, the dissolution of the monasteries deprived him of 
employment at Waltham Abbey, he returned home as the 
most prominent of the singing men in the newly-refounded 
Canterbury Cathedral choir.  

For our workshop day, held close to the historic precincts 
that would have been so familiar to Tallis, we will sing a 
representative selection of his anthems, motets, hymns and 
polyphonic songs. As ever, repertoire is dependent on 
numbers signing up, especially in the Tenor and Bass parts, 
but it is hoped to include settings of Christ rising, Jesu 
salvator seculi, When shall my sorrowful sighing slake and 
an extract from a late Henrician work such as the Missa 
Salve intemerata. 

All music will be provided on the day. 

Fee: £12 for members of SEMF or other Early Music 
Fora, £18 for non-members, £5 for 25 and under. 

To keep costs as low as possible we regret we are unable 
to refund fees for cancellations after 16th June. 

Organiser: Richard Whitehouse 
richard.j.whitehouse@btopenworld.com  
Tel: 01737 765725 Mob: 07748 647279 (emergencies only) 

You can assume the event will take place unless you 
hear otherwise, but please send an SAE if you want 
positive confirmation. Please advise us of any changes to 
your booking as soon as possible so that it doesn't impact 
on other attendees. 

Tutor: This is David Allinson’s fifteenth workshop for 
SEMF, tribute enough to the popularity of these events. 
David has directed numerous workshops in the UK and on 
the continent. He specialises in the history and performance 
of Renaissance choral music and was author of the New 
Grove Dictionary of Music entry on Thomas Tallis. Since 
2013 he has been Director of Music at Canterbury Christ 
Church University where he leads the teaching of 
Performance, schedules public concerts and conducts the 
Chamber Choir and Chorus; before that he was Teaching 
Fellow in Music at Bristol University. He sustains a lively 
freelance career, conducting summer schools, workshops 
and choirs including the Renaissance Singers (London) and 
his own ensemble, Cantores. David is the Honorary Vice-
President of SEMF. 

Venue: St. Gregory’s Centre for Music, Canterbury CT1 
1NX.  There is good parking on site and both Canterbury 
stations are within walking distance. See the ‘Forthcoming 
events’ page on www.semf.org.uk for detailed directions. 

Timetable: Coffee at 10.00am. Music begins at 10.30 and 
finishes at 5.00 pm, with breaks for lunch & tea.  

Lunch: The lunch break will last an hour. St. Gregory’s is 
a short walk from the centre of Canterbury where there are 
many places to eat. Alternatively you can of course bring 
your own lunch to eat at St Gregory’s. Coffee and tea are 
included in the fee. 

The Southern Early Music Forum is one of 9 regional 
groups encouraging the enjoyment of early music. Our members 
include singers, instrumentalists, and researchers, beginners and 
experts, amateurs and professionals. We organise 8 -10 workshops 
and other events each year in our region. Members can also use the 
network to arrange their own ad hoc music making. For more 
information see www.semf.org.uk . 

Please sign up early – men especially – so that we can be sure of doing these ambitious pieces. 
N.B. Numbers will be limited and the day is likely to be over-subscribed, in which case we will hold a reserve list. 

We will email you if you are on this. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
APPLICATION FORM. SEMF choral workshop, St. Gregory’s Centre for Music, Canterbury, 23rd June 2018 

Please return this form and your cheque as soon as possible (& before 16th June) to:  
Richard Whitehouse, 31 Woodlands Avenue, Redhill, Surrey RH1 6EX  

I belong to ................................................Early Music Forum (if applicable) 

I enclose £................... (Forum members £12, non-members £18, 25 and under £5) 
Cheques payable to Southern Early Music Forum. 

Name....................................................................................................Phone..................................................................... 

e-mail......................................................................................................... 

Address................................................................................................................................................................................ 

............................................................................................................................................................................................. 

Voice (give range if possible).............................................................................  Sight-reading: good/fair/adequate 


